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BRENTSVILLE COURTHOUSE AND JAIL. These two red brick
el the county for 73 yvears.
In 1892 the county voted to move ithe courthouse o Manassas.,
Recently these buildings housed the Didluke School tor Retarded
children. The jail has now been converted into the office for the
Deputy of Social Services. Gerald Gregory. He has been assigned full
responsibility for the preservation and use of the courthouse
complex. A cable gate has been placed across the aceess road leading
behind the jail to keep people off thie premises at night. A
maintenance man will be hired to police the wounds and keep the
buildings in repair.
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Prince William Aide Operates in J

By LEE FLOR
Star Stail Writer
For the last eight months,
the Prince William County
government has had its assist-
ant executive secretary in jail.
The official, Gerald H. Greg-
ory, is good-natured about the
situation. He claims to like his
jail, even though *“it is a bit
drafty in the winter” and has
had blacksnakes in the attic.
Numerous birds have been
busy building nests in the
walls of the jail this spring
and the chirping has been “a
most nleasing sound,” Gree-
ory said.

Construeted in 1822

The old jail at Brentsville,
Va., was built in 1822, appar-
ently its bricks being baked on
the site. Because the bricks
were not kiln-baked at a high
temperature, woodpeckers and
other birds apparently have an
easy time boring holes through
them. There are many bird
nests near almost every win-
dow frame.

Gregory, a lover of fine old
buildings, managed Lo get per-
mission last summer from the
county to move his offices into
the old jail building. “We
cidn’t have the office space at
the courthouse in Manassas.”
he said.

The old jail was built when
the county decided to move its
courthouse complex from
Dumfries, along the Potomac
River, to a more central leca-
tion in the county.

The jail and courthouse
were in service through the
Civil War and the Reconstruc-
tion era. Union soldiers, who
burned many of the South’s
courthouses, ignored the com-
plex al Brenisville.

The roads by the old court-
house and jail were not major
ones and there was no railroad
line, so Brentsville never pros-
pered. By 1893 the town of
Manassas. or Manassas Junc-
tion as it was sometimes
called, five miles north, had
grown more important be-
cause it was at the junction of
two railroad lines and some
key roads. It became the coun-
ty seat.

Jail Beeomes Privale Home

The Brentsville court com-
plex then went out of use, The
courthouse was used as a sem-
inary and the jail became a
private residence. Later the
buildings were used for school
purposes and then, finally, fell

Gerald IL Gregory relaxes near his office, a 19ih century j

vacant, uncared for in their
old age

Then a few vears ago i)
county Is Lo pair (i

old courthoi and later ap
propriated more money o
maintain the old buildi
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cant and in
destroved
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and vecupied 1

Soon alter he moved in, parl

of the ceiling in one old cell
suddenly collapsed one day
under the weight of a nest of
some 12 black snakes
Gregory can not be ahsoluls
ly certain the old jail is nol
haunted by its past Seme

old-timers vecallhangin
there. Last winter, ha
winds came whistling through
the holes and cracks in the old
jail, producing some cerie
shrieks.

Bul Gregory
jail, noting *it has a personali
v all its own,"

nis old
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and intern Steven Alldrege outside courthouse

Rhoades, Mrs. Patina

Parks and Rec intern Benjamin Rhodes and Mrs. Maureen Patina of Brentsville survey courthouse

Risen from the 'dead’




Brentsville courthouse complex being revitalized

By llml D GRANDSTAFF
The Brentsville courthouse
complex, which faced duih
from neglect and abuse. is
beln preserved for its
eless historic value,
‘menld courthouse area is
simultaneously being irans-
formed into o tasteful
recreational complex for
Brentsville and  Prince
William youth and adults to
use and enjoy.
The bulldmgs n  the
complex—the courthouse,
jail and school house—are

being  restored.  New,
sparkling metal rools now
cover the buildings whnch

were rotting away use
water had seeped in for

ears. Now  that  the
uildings® interiors are
prnlecr.ed the restoration

ns where Prince
d its county seat
from 1822 lo 1893,

In addition to the Imlkhng
restorations, the county’
Parks and Recreat lw
Department is also in the
process of materializing
recreational facility plans
The recreational plans were
developed by Parks and
Heerea

courthouse
; ly. Parks
and Recreation s
materializing those tax-
okt
being ided for children at
the og':hnol building, but
that's just the beginning.

THE RECREATIONAL
area will be nestled in trees
the courthouse
com| and will not be
visible from Srﬂm\rﬂ!e ]

ireel

Brentsville
com|

former “‘Main
Bristow Road are
several recreational

features, along with lhs
restoration of the buil

that are lo be complete
July, 1975—a children’s
plavground with equipment

reminiscent of bygone vears;
a croquet lot and horse shoe
pitching lane in the west.

courthouse to the norih-
woest corner of the tract: a
quarter-mile historic nature
trail will be behind the

complex and cedar grove.
The trail, which will begin
at the new, paved parking lot

will weave through the cedar

rove and past two Civil War
Eunkem. Along the nature
trail, markers (including
braille) will be provided to
describe the flora and the
historic significance of that
particular place.

Since there were two public
hangings at Brenteville in the
1800s, the gallows will be put
back between two trees in the
cedar grove. However, rope
will not be used on the
gallows metal is to be

ino o rope so that

can play  without

dmgernl being strangled In

the far. northeast corner of

the recreation tract o canoe

launch onto Broad Run is
planned.

Two tennis courts, which
will cost $12.00 apiece, are (o
be built by 1976; they will be
located west of the cedar
grove along with a rnul“-

court for basketbal
mﬂ and the like.

The [rontage for the
Brentsville courthouse

lex belonging to the

the Breeden property. All of  monwealth’s attorney from
the land directly ind the 189210 a member of the
complex  and  Breeden  Virginia Constllutlunil
property helongs 1o the Convention from 1801 1o 1902
county dnd is 1176 feet deep.  and of the 16th Judicial

Circuit 1947 Lo his death.

COST ESTIMATES for  The pla reports

restoration of |hg- complex  ton's “kindly thought and
and  the of & ity (for which) the
recreation arcs were $42 500, puhlic is indebled for the

By contrast, though, Harry
French, I'a?ﬁ ar::!é
Recreation’s director, states
that e work can be done for
“E30,000 and under” with the
exeeption of the tennis courts,
Mortar between brickwork
aind bricks in the former jail
has 1o bwe replaced.
Waterproof coatings will then
be spread on the outside of
the jail and courthouse
buildings. «The school house
is @ wood bullding with wood
exterior. | An old well, which
has gince been plugged and
grown over with trees, will be
re-huilt but made safe so that
no one can fall in, The jail is
1o be used for adult activities
and the old school is to be
used for youth activities,
The courthouse will be used

preservation of this place of
recreation and repose.

ACCORDING TO  Mrs,
Patina., Thornton willed for
the Brentsville white com-
munity’s use a swimming
hole 1 was tly
dammed by Vepco and
turned into Lake Jackson,
Citizens sued Ve and were
awarded $4.600 by the court.
The court stated that the
maoney was to be doled out by
the court for the restoration
of the Brentsville courthouse,
as would have been Thorn-

ton’s wish, sy
money, Wis
scattered in several banks,

{from charges
for the mnne%.s sitting there.

EE
meeting place and will have
pool and ping pong tables and
air hockey—all can be lolded
up and moved 1o the side for
storage:

Brentsville residents Mrs.
Maureen Patina and Mrs.
Agnes Webster are two of
the prime movers in trying to
get new lite breathed into the
and grounds.

cmmlyinmleel wide and 636
teet daeE The enumy
Ii.lw e Ihempaml lw ed
0 see Zon
historic.
A parcel belonging to W.J.

A plague msl.r.'ll.- the court-
house was plneod to the
"mernnl;{ James
'l‘aylm Thornton,”™

m 1856 and died in 1918, He

Breeden of almost
is 1o the left I;l‘ I.he

complex groun

miission can be ulﬂ.ljned

amid the existing tree mass
on the Breeden property; one

cooker would be F for
every three tables. There had
been a tavern and a church on

of schools
[rom 1B8E (o 1892, com-

money is now to be used.
Mrs. Patina observed that
for 12 years citizens and
committees have been un-
successful in getting the
county  government to
maintain the Brentsville
complex structures. Vandals

the 1800s at the courthouse. A
slave woman who was listed
only as “Agnes,’ with no last
name reported was hanged in
1850 for murdering her
master, Gerard Mason of
Woodbridge, because she felt
that she was mistreated.
Jesse Fouks was hanged in
1875 for mudering Mr. and
M:J. Jer:minh Herndon. -

n the suggestion o
historian K. .&hﬂn Rat-
cliffe of Manassas, Mrs.
Patina (ound a transcript of
Fouks' confession of the
murder and his s uent
esvape and recapture  The
transeript makes fascinating
reading and will be availble
for public view.

Bul the courthouse ob-
viously was nol used just for
hangings; it was the hub of
count rnment and court
activities. A wealth of in-
formation about the o
days of the court L
complex has been found and
i= heing prepared so that

enerations to come can

rn about a part of Prince
William's history.

Once the restoration s
complete. with all the at-
tention to historie detail and
care being taken to have
cutdoor  recreational
facilities L'nrgrl.lbie with the
historie buildings, the result
should

be strikingly hand-
SOm.

French, enthused over the

Apprnxlmllely
residents  petitioned the
Board of

to turn
the lity for the

Brentsvi parcel over o
Parks and which

150

the board did last March,
Two hangings—both of
Negro slaves—were held in

For classified ads
think 221-2116
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